Not all they’re cracked up to be

A Toronto-based product de-

signer is warning parents of
oung hockey players that the
Imet their child is using may

not adequately protect them
from a serious head injury.

Morpan Matthews, owner of Im-
pact Machine, a company that de-
velops hockey equipment, believes
thar the centified child-specific hel-
met is still a cause For concern,

While these helmets meer Cana-
da Safery Council standards, Mat-
thiews arpues that more reseanch is
needed

"Right now, the hottest topic 15
concussion,” savs Manhews.,

According 1o Impact Machine, 90
per cent of concussions are caused
v direct impact to the aw,

While hockey moms and dads
often woarry about thesir child's sate-
tv on the ice, Matthews says their
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Morgan Matthews with two nlﬁu

helmets currently available for kids.

main concern should be the
helmet. _

“Right now, the most dangerous
thing to sav is that vour helmet is
concussion proot,” he says

"It's pretty scary ... Eventually
parenis are going o be afraid w
have their kids imvolved in hockey.”

According o Maohews, one of
the main probiems &5 the chin cup,
which shs ar jaw Jevel

‘Because the cup sitz right at
your chin, if vou get a good hit, it's
golng o drive It up imo the face.”
Martthews says.

Manthews also argues thar hel-
mets designed for children should
adhere to more precise measwre-
ments of the head. Impact Machine
5 working on a new helmet de-
signed for children, which it hopes
will be available on the market in

the future,

In a report featured in the Cana-
dian Medical Journal last vear, Dr.
Michael Cusimano, a nearosurgery
professor at the Undversity af To-
roneo, said that children wwho suffer
from senous head injuries may s
properly develop mentally and
phyvsically.

- Tanya Enberg, 24 howrs




